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The Opening Ceremony kicks off the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 and celebrates sport while showcasing the culture and spirit of Switzerland and signifi-
cant elements of its history and traditions, as well as simultaneously integrating its innovative and creative ways. 

During this action-packed show, the Youth Olympic cauldron will be lit by a young athlete and the world will be welcomed to the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 
2020. Many future Olympians may start their career right here in Lausanne – the Olympic Capital and home of the Olympic Spirit. The Opening Ceremony will allow the audience 
to follow the Olympic Spirit on a fantastic and poetic journey across the different phases of an athlete’s growth.

Similarly, this development of an athlete’s career applies to youth in general. The Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 have put the youth at the heart of the project, 
offering them a platform to get engaged, develop their skills and gain experiences.    

The Lausanne 2020 Opening Ceremony takes place at the Lausanne Vaudoise Arena, host of the ice hockey competitions, and brings together athletes competing in seven 
of the eight competition sites of Lausanne 2020. The athletes competing in St. Moritz (bobsleigh, luge, skeleton and speed skating competitions) are also participating in the 
ceremony and will be broadcast live from St. Mortiz.    

THE VENUE
The Lausanne Vaudoise Arena is a brand-new stadium which was already scheduled to be built and its development was accelerated thanks to the organisation of the 3rd 
Winter Youth Olympic Games. It was inaugurated in September 2019 and is the home of the Swiss National League first division ice hockey team Lausanne Hockey Club. The 
Lausanne Vaudoise Arena will also host matches of the upcoming 2020 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship next May. 

SUMMARY
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THE SETTING
The creative concept of the Opening Ceremony is known as “Home”. “Home” is a place that you consider yours, where you feel good and at ease, and a place where you are 
happy to invite people - as you would to a mountain chalet. Lausanne is the home of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and regarded as the home of international 
sport. Through the Opening Ceremony, we would like to welcome the world of sport “home”.

The staging concept represents a set of individual chalets scattered throughout the arena in a decentralised manner which make up part of the bigger scenery. The chalet – or 
cabin – is a place to come together with family and friends, a place to rest before or after intensive training, a shelter from the cold and the snow, a place to nourish the body 
and the mind - and sometimes a home away from home. The chalet is part of life for many winter athletes around the world, but it is also strongly rooted in Swiss culture. It is 
a traditional and typical symbol of warmth, nourishment and friendliness as well as a testimonial to Swiss expertise in architecture and sustainability.   

THE STORY 
Youth Olympic Games athletes are connected to each other through the common Olympic Spirit that they share. This spirit will always be present in their careers and nourishes 
their commitment to excellence, friendship and respect as well as an expression of their determination, inspiration and courage. The Opening Ceremony takes the audience 
on a journey through seven short stories interpreting the different phases of an athlete’s growth. 

Present from the start of a young athlete’s career in the form of a strong and meaningful legacy (Story 1: Olympic Capital Legacy), the Olympic Spirit accompanies young 
athletes in their first steps in their chosen discipline (Story 2: Where it all starts) and later in the long development of their skills and education (Story 3: Education: Sports and 
Culture). When the foundation is laid, the Olympic Spirit supports the development of the athlete’s personality and style leading them to do things in a different, individual and 
innovative way (Story 4: Innovation: Doing it in a different way). Having reached an empowering freedom of expression, the athletes can now spread and share the Olympic 
Spirit within the community and beyond (Story 5: Sports to the City). The Olympic Spirit is still there when the athletes continue growing sustainably through proper balance 
of body and mind (Story 6: Body and Mind). The Olympic Spirit finally transforms any individual performance into a collective story – and the Olympic community ensures that 
the spirit lives on for the next generations (Story 7: Cooperation and Co-Creation) from the very beginning of a young athlete’s career. Similarly, this development of an athlete’s 
career applies to youth in general. Youth, especially local youth, are at the heart of Lausanne 2020, and are being offered an active role in all stages of the Winter Youth Olympic 
Games. 

“START NOW”: THE MOTTO OF THE 3RD WINTER YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES
“Start now” is the motto of Lausanne 2020. Not exactly a slogan but a call to action. For the athletes, the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 can be the start of a 
new life, of a career on or off the field of play. It can be the start of new friendships, new ambitions and Olympic passion. For the young people watching and enjoying Lausanne 
2020, the event can be the start of new inspiration as they discover the unique spirit of the Olympic Games and its values for the first time. “Start now” also speaks to older 
audiences, representing not only the start of a new Winter Youth Olympic Games era in Lausanne, but also the emergence of new talent and a new Switzerland – a nation 
which is empowered by hosting this event. “Start now” is also the name of the Games’ official song, which will be played during the Opening Ceremony. 
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18:00 Door opening 20:46 Olympic Anthem and raising of the Olympic flag

19:30 Start of the Opening Ceremony 20:50 Torch Relay: Part II

19:33 Athletes’ parade + live broadcast St. Moritz 20:51 Story 5 – Sports to the City

START BROADCAST 20:55 Lausanne 2020 President and IOC President’s speeches / Opening of the Games

20:00 Story 1 – Olympic Capital Legacy 21:03 Torch Relay: Part III

20:03 Welcome Head of State and IOC President 21:05 Athletes’, Judges’ and Coaches’ Oath 

20:05 Parade of NOC flags 21:08 Story 6 – Body and Mind

20:15 Torch Relay: Part I 21:12 Torch Relay: Final part and lighting of the Youth Olympic Cauldron

20:17 Story 2 – Where it all starts 21:16 Story 7 – Cooperation and Co-Creation

20:26 Playing of the National Anthem and raising of the Swiss flag 21:22 End of Broadcast

20:29 Story 3 – Education: Sports and Culture 21:30 End of Opening Ceremony 

20:37 Story 4 – Innovation: Doing it in a different way

RUNDOWN OVERVIEW
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
The Organising Committee of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 believes in doing things differently including focusing on innovation; creating an inspiring lega-
cy; challenging the old and building the new; and involving young local players before, during and after the Games. In expressing this vision, the creation process behind the 
Opening Ceremony explored ways of bringing together experienced Swiss professionals, associations, schools, young artists and professionals from the region and beyond, 
on an inspiring and creative journey. 

After developing a setting, a storyline and a dramatic composition, the core creative team worked closely with volunteers and local professionals to create a vibrant, multiface-
ted and exciting Opening Ceremony celebrating the Youth Olympic Spirit. The Organising Committee of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020  is extremely grateful 
to all the partners and contributors who took part in this challenging adventure. 

CREATIVE TEAM
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TEAM AND CONTRIBUTORS
Simon Ackermann  Producer

Nadine Imboden   Segment Producer, Choreographer

Oliver Höner    Segment Producer

Caroline Mérier   Creative Development

Christoph Runne  Show Caller

Olivier Delapierre   Lausanne 2020

PRODUCTION:

Charlotte Sterling  Production Management

Marcella Camenzind   Assistant Producer 

Sven Burger   Technical Production Management

Neva Tres   Content Production Management

Viktor Baumann   Chief Stage Management

Philipp Meier   Production Management Constructions

CREATIVE SUPPORT:

Jonathan Huor    Choreographer

Dimitri Lavrynenko  Assistant Choreographer

Noelle Kuhn   Assistant Choreographer

Mario Espanol   Assistant Choreographer

Sara Franceschini   Assistant Choreographer 

Salomé Brunner   Assistant Choreographer

Cyrill Camenzind   Musical Director 

Timo Martens    Video Designer 

Markus Bossdorf  Lighting Designer 

Kathrin Baumberger   Costume Designer 

Dorothea Nicolai, Modeco Spirits’ Costume Design and Production 

Philipp Glass   Stage Design

Karim Slama    Storyteller

CONTRIBUTORS:

École de Cirque de Lausanne – Renens 

Direction générale de l’enseignement obligatoire (DGEO)

Les Petits Chanteurs de Lausanne – École de musique de Lausanne (EML)

Le Prix de Lausanne 

Association pour la formation de jeunes danseurs (AFJD)

Deekay Dance School, Lausanne

Höhere Fachschule für Zeitgenössischen und Urbanen Bühnentanz (HFZUB) Zürich

Dancefunction, Lausanne

Club des Patineurs de Lausanne et Malley (CPLM)

Académie suisse de Cor des Alpes

Haute École de Musique de Lausanne (HEMU)

Ministrings du Conservatoire de Lausanne

EJMA – Ecole de Jazz et de Musique Actuelle

Gaspard Colin
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SIMON ACKERMANN 
PRODUCER 

Simon started his professional life in the 90s as a TV and show director and has staged many TV productions, corporate events and public shows. Simon is also an entrepre-
neur and founded the production company Bluepark which was later integrated into Habegger AG. As president of the Board of Habegger AG, Simon is now the strategic 
head of the company. Habegger AG was commissioned to produce the Lausanne 2020 Opening Ceremony. 

NADINE IMBODEN 
SEGMENT PRODUCER / CHOREOGRAPHER

Nadine Imboden is an award-winning director and choreographer in the international show and entertainment industry. Nadine’s experience ranges from fashion shows such as 
the “Elite Model Look” to major international TV and circus shows such as the international circus festival YOUNG STAGE, the legendary TV format BENISSIMO and the FIFA 
Opening Ceremony. Nadine has produced numerous productions in Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo, Paris, Milan and other major world cities. For the Winter Youth Olympic Games 
Lausanne 2020, Nadine Imboden has created and produced three stories (1, 5, 6) and is choreographing the Spirits’ performance throughout the show. 

CREATIVE CORE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES
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OLIVER HÖNER 
SEGMENT PRODUCER

Oliver Höner is the founder, producer and director of Art on Ice – which is one of the world’s largest and best-selling shows on ice. Formerly a professional ice skater himself 
(eleven times Swiss Champion), Oliver competed seven times at the European Championships and eight times at the World Championships. At the Olympic Games in 1988, 
Oliver made it into the top 12. For the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020, Oliver Höner creates and produces three stories (2, 3, 4), paying particular attention to 
conveying emotions that can be expressed on ice as well as on stage, and balancing ice skating and artistry in harmony with the music.
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OLYMPIC CAPITAL LEGACY

SCENARIO

The centre of the stadium is covered with fog. A few mountain tops are visible 
above the surface. Epic music starts to play. The countdown resonates within the 
stadium. The ciphers are projected onto the fog. 

A legacy trailer is showing on the central screens how Lausanne has developed 
through time and history to become the home of the Olympic Movement. A chalet 
appears on stage. Spirits come out of the chalet and take up their positions. To-
gether they quickly build another chalet. Additional Spirits provide an encouraging 
soundscape for the common efforts.

They finally all relax and celebrate together.

The legacy is here to share – the village is built!

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 1 – OLYMPIC CAPITAL LEGACY
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HISTORICAL CONTENT LEGACY TRAILER
Today, Lausanne the “Olympic Capital” is home to more than 60 international sport federations and organisations – making it a unique international sport ecosystem.  
This all started more than a century ago:

1913
• 5th Olympic Congress in Lausanne (Sports psychology and physiology)

1915
• Establishment of the IOC Headquarters in Lausanne

1921
• 7th Olympic Congress

1982
• Opening of the first Olympic Museum in Avenue Ruchonnet

1986
• Inauguration of the IOC Headquarters in Vidy

1993
• Inauguration of the Olympic Museum in Ouchy

1994
• Lausanne formally given title of “Olympic Capital” by the IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch

2019
• Inauguration of the Olympic House in Vidy

2015
• 100 years anniversary of the IOC Headquarters’ presence in Lausanne
• Ouchy Metro Station renamed Ouchy-Olympique
• Laying of the first stone of the future IOC Headquarters (Olympic House) in Vidy

LAUSANNE 2020 LEGACY
The Organising Committee of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 is guided by a principle that guarantees a positive overall legacy in the long term for future 
generations to come by putting sustainability at the heart of the event: before, during and after the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020. Lausanne 2020’s legacy 
considers and includes several different aspects: a sporting legacy, a social legacy, an educational legacy, and a legacy of building infrastructure.

PARTICIPANTS
The Spirits:    École de Cirque de Lausanne, Renens

Alice Rodio, Arnaud Defferrard, Cassandre Schopfer, Léonard Meylan, Mathilde Robert-Tissot, Nathan Sterchi, Robyn Haefeli, Dimitri Terribilini, Mael 
Bourloud, Antoine Cornaz, Arwen Partitaro, Candice Bogousslavsky, Coline Espejo, Elise Businger, Emma Bugmann, Jean Caldelari, Léa Godat, 
Margaux Hefti, Morgane Pertuisel, Nathan Schneider, Pauline Bonard, Salomé Bondallaz, Solène Haefeli, Solène Malherbe, Timothy Baertschi, Xelia 
Froidevaux, Yael Bitter, Miki Vauthey, Emi Vauthey, Mario Espanol 

Same cast during the whole ceremony

Choreography:  Nadine Imboden & Jonathan Huor  
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WELCOME HEAD OF STATE AND IOC PRESIDENT

SCENARIO

President of the Swiss Confederation, Simonetta Sommaruga, and President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), Thomas Bach (Olympic Champion, Fencing, 1976), 
salute the athletes and the spectators.  

PROTOCOL – WELCOME HEAD OF STATE AND IOC PRESIDENT
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PARADE OF NOC FLAGS

SCENARIO

The flag parade enters the floor in alphabetical order according to the French lan-
guage except for Greece (1st) and Switzerland (last). The flag parade is composed 
of 79 flags of nations representing the 79 National Olympic Committees (NOCs) 
participating in the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020. 

The Spirits accompany the parade and take part in a short athletes’ recognition. 
This is given to the athletes in front of the athletes’ seating area at the end of the 
parade.  

The athletes’ parade took place at the start of the Opening Ceremony allowing 
777* athletes, 79* team officials and 20* participants from the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) Athlete365 Career+ Programme to enjoy the full Opening 
Ceremony. In St. Moritz, the athletes’ parade took place at the same time bringing 
together around 225* athletes.

*numbers as of 3 January 2020 

PROTOCOL – PARADE OF NOC FLAGS
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SCENARIO

The Torch Relay is shown in three chapters which are spread over the duration of 
the Opening Ceremony. The first chapter shows highlights of the exciting journey 
of the Torch from having first been ignited during a traditional ceremony in the 
Panathenaic Stadium in Athens and leaving Greece on 18 September 2019.

The Youth Olympic Flame lighting ceremony that precedes any Youth Olympic 
Torch Relay is one of the most symbolic Youth Olympic events. On 17 September, 
it was Lausanne 2020’s turn to step into the spotlight as its Youth Olympic Flame 
was lit, marking the beginning of its journey from Athens, Greece, to Lausanne, 
Switzerland. During the lighting ceremony, a crowd of 1,400 children from local 
schools as well as representatives from the International Olympic Committee and 
the Hellenic Olympic Committee watched as the flame was lit using the rays of 
the sun.

Following the traditional lighting ceremony in Athens, the Lausanne 2020 Winter 
Youth Olympic Flame arrived at Geneva International Airport on 18 September for 
its first stop in Switzerland.

TORCH RELAY – CHAPTER 1
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For the first binational Winter Youth Olympic Games, the Youth Olympic Flame then left the Olympic Capital of Lausanne on 21 September for a 110-day journey where it vi-
sited each of the 26 Swiss cantons and the mountain resort of Les Tuffes in France (host of the ski jumping, nordic combined and biathlon competitions) thereby bringing the 
Olympic Spirit to the local population. The Torch Tour, which included interactive activities for kids as well as an exciting programme about the Winter Youth Olympic Games 
Lausanne 2020, was topped by a ceremonial Torch lighting by Olympians.

THE LAUSANNE 2020 TORCH TOUR IN NUMBERS

For the Youth Olympic Games, it is the tradition to organise a flame celebration at different locations – the torch tour – and to have the option to organise a one-day relay in 
the host city. For Lausanne 2020, a torch tour with a total of 48 stops divided in to three tours has been set up: 16 stops for the Canton of Vaud, 24 stops for the tour 
of Switzerland, and finally 8 stops for the Lausanne 2020 competition sites. 

Around 15,000 spectators watched the Torch Tour, most of whom were children. More than 100 Olympians were in the limelight including Olympic Champions Vreni Schnei-
der, Dominique Gisin, Lucas Tramèr and Vincent Defrasne (FRA) and other renowned athletes Timea Bacsinszky, Fanny Smith, Sarah Meier, Sarah Forster and Viktor Röthlin. 

The Torch travelled 8,000 kilometres.  

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, BY THEM AND WITH THEM 

The Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 represents a unique opportunity to reach and inspire a new generation, a notion summarized in the motto of these Winter 
Youth Olympic Games “Start Now”. The Organising Committee wishes to offer local youth the opportunity to take an active role before and after the Games. With this pers-
pective in mind, the Organising Committee of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 has provided the means to involve nearly 130,000 students at every level of 
education: compulsory, further, higher and private education to work on preparing and organising the event.

This approach also materialised itself in the Torch Tour, which gave the opportunity to thousands of students for their eyes to shine throughout Switzerland and neighbou-
ring France. More than 100 Olympians inspired the students by talking about their own sporting experiences, their joys and defeats, and highlighted the Olympic Values of 
friendship, respect and excellence in giving of oneself. It was a beautiful glimpse of Olympism for many of the students who will travel to any of the eight host competition sites 
of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 as spectators to experience the competitions and events from 9 to 22 January 2020. 
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WHERE IT ALL STARTS  

SCENARIO

This story is about the first steps of a young athlete choosing his/her path and 
career to create the next generation of athletes and taking over the Torch from 
older Olympic role models. It is an illustration of the Lausanne 2020 motto “Start 
now” - an invitation to the youth of today to undertake and to create - starting 
now. 

One of the mobile chalets is now in the centre of the arena next to the frozen lake. 
A live orchestra is on stage nearby playing Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons”. Starting with 
Spring, a violin soloist on top of the chalet accompanies the World Champion and 
Olympic medalist Stéphane Lambiel on his solo performance. Autumn has arrived 
and the projection adapts accordingly on the lake surface. Stéphane starts pas-
sing on his knowledge to a young athlete skater. Inspired by the courage and de-
termination of the young skater having now been left alone, other young skaters 
join the scene. The story ends with a big finale, in which many additional young 
skaters join for a farewell. 

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 2 – WHERE IT ALL STARTS
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PARTICIPANTS
Soloist:     Elea Nick

Orchestra:

Pro Skater:     Stéphane Lambiel 

Born in 1985, Stéphane is a Swiss figure skater, coach and choreographer. He is a two-time (2005–2006) World champion, the 2006 Olympic silver 
medalist, a two-time (2005, 2007) Grand Prix Final champion and a nine-time (2001–08, 2010) Swiss national champion. He is known for his spins 
and is credited with popularising some spin positions. 

Young Skater:     Naoki Rossi

Young Skaters: Livia de Bon, Maxine Guillarme, Teana Menétrey, Sophie Lehmann, Maelle Ledermann, Maeva Foglietta, Justine Mettraux, Federica Magnifico,  
     Elena Foglietta, Aubane Raccurt, Noémie Bodenstein 

Choreography:   Oliver Höner

Charlotte Lafage, Lyam Chenaux, Karl Erb, Ada Erb, Pauline Schlotz, Miléna Cretella, Aliénor Barde, Avé Chtaini, Haviva Tolstonog, Leonor de An-
drés, Emma Massonnet, Orelie Richard, Amilie Richard, Noham Marlève, Tobiah Marlève, Oriane Erardag, Camilla Liebling, Toscan Monachon, Aïna 
Sophie Rodel, Sara Cangiani, Joel Gogniat, Samuel Gogniat, Kai Gatica-Petree, Noah Gatica-Petree, Mateo Thode, Kenzo Thode, Juliette Rochat, 
Baptiste Giroud, Constance Lengagne, Aimé Ducret, Marie Péguiron, Éléonore Péguiron, Niamh Parsons, Liadan Parsons, Mathis Lesueur, Solane 
Blanco
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PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

SCENARIO

The national anthem is introduced by alphorn players (an instrument that is a typi-
cal Swiss national symbol) gathered around the frozen lake. 

A distinctive gondola lift (that can typically be seen in the Swiss Alps) enters the 
arena and starts moving towards the centre. 

Two young singers on the gondola – a girl and a boy – each perform a verse of the 
Swiss national anthem in French. 

PROTOCOL – NATIONAL ANTHEM & FLAG
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ALPHORNS
With the passing of time, the alphorn has almost totally disappeared as a musical instrument used by Swiss shepherds. It was only with the romanticism of the 19th century 
and the revival of folklore and tourism that the alphorn experienced a renaissance and became a national symbol of Switzerland. The instrument is played in the official song 
of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 “Start Now” (also the motto of Lausanne 2020) that harmoniously mixes alphorn and modern music.

GENDER EQUALITY
Lausanne 2020 is the first winter Olympic event to have full gender equality. Special attention to gender equality had been a continuing concern of the Lausanne 2020 Orga-
nising Committee from the very beginning. 

PARTICIPANTS
Alphorn players:  Académie suisse de Cor des Alpes

Jacques Ponnaz, Colette Petit, Henri Delafontaine, Jacky Domont, Patrice Kolly, Henriette Clerc, Beat Studer, Michel Auderset, Aude Genton, 
Wilfried Giauque, Jean-Bernard Tissot, Bernard Narbel, Elias Jordan, Charles Peguignot, Lily Ginggen, Zoé Ginggen, Patrick Ginggen, Beat 
Burkhardt, Michel Pascal, Jacques Taverney, Fabien Crausaz, Jade Pugin

Singers:  Camille Jaquenoud 

Born in 2001, Camille has been studying singing and guitar at the EJMA (Ecole de Jazz et de Musique Actuelle de Lausanne) for more than 8 
years. She has particular talent and great motivation for singing which is why she was approached to sing a verse of the Swiss national anthem. 

   Guillaume Dutoit-Ruiz 

Born in 2000, Guillaume has been studying singing at the EJMA (Ecole de Jazz et de Musique Actuelle de Lausanne) for more than 7 years, has 
great talent and motivation hence his role in singing a verse of the Swiss national anthem in the Opening Ceremony of Lausanne 2020. 

Flag Hoisting:   Swiss Armed Forces - in recognition of the Swiss Army’s involvement in the preparation of the host venues of Lausanne 2020 and the delivery  
   of the Games.
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EDUCATION (TRIBUTE TO PIERRE DE COUBERTIN) 

SCENARIO

In this story, we follow a young boy during the development of his skills paying 
tribute to Pierre de Coubertin’s encouraging words about the inevitable struggles 
on the journey to success. 

A boy folds a paper plane and plays with it in front of his home dreaming of flying 
himself. Spirits are gathering around looking at the scene. Inspired by the short 
flight, the boy returns into the chalet. Soon, some energetic construction sounds 
ring out. Coming out of the chalet again, the boy tests a larger hand-made kite 
but is not happy with the outcome. The Spirits are still watching. The boy returns 
home to the chalet and then comes out again as a young man, now testing a co-
mical balloon helmet which he is not pleased with. A bee flies by and inspires him 
to use propellers for his creation. He goes back into the chalet and works hard on 
something new. 

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 3 – EDUCATION (TRIBUTE TO PIERRE DE COUBERTIN)
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A quote from Pierre de Coubertin appears: «The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not to win but to take part, just as the most important thing in life is not the 
triumph but the struggle. The essential thing is not to have conquered but to have fought well.»

The young man is now a man and stands on top of the chalet with a very sophisticated construction of wings, a propeller and rocket on his back. He slowly starts to levitate 
above the roof of the chalet but suddenly the construction on his back starts to develop smoke, the construction explodes, and he crashes onto the chalet which breaks open. 
A very astonished family eating a traditional cheese fondue is disturbed while having dinner.  

The Spirits gather around the man and begin to encourage and support him. Getting rid of his complicated equipment, he starts to move his wings and takes off and this time 
for good. He is blown away by the wind created by the Spirits to carry him into the air. This time the success is just a wind blown away. A swarm of modern drones join the 
scenery and create a ballet of lights joining our courageous dreamer on his journey.

PARTICIPANTS
Boy as a child:  Simon Thöni

Boy as young man:  Patrice Bussy 

Boy as a man:   Joel Zumbrunnen 

Family members: Simon Thöni

   Joel Zumbrunnen

Drones:   Drone show produced by Intel Corporation, Drone Light Show Group

Single Drone Pilot:  Philipp Bernhart

Choreography:   Oliver Höner



22

INNOVATION: DOING IT IN A DIFFERENT WAY 

SCENARIO

In this story we witness how, when the foundations are laid, the different develop-
ment of athletes’ personalities and styles can lead them to do things in a different, 
individual and innovative way. 

Tuk-tuks drive into the venue with acrobats on board. The protagonists are joyful 
and motivated to achieve more. An aerial artist in a yellow costume performs for 
a few moments with a German wheel. A yellow ring appears projected onto the 
ground. Another aerial artist in a red costume is performing over the ice with an 
aerial hoop with skates. A red ring appears on the ground. 

Now an acrobat in a green costume performs from a tuk-tuk with an aerial hoop, 
joined very soon by a hula hoop performer in a blue costume. 

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 4 – INNOVATION: DOING IT IN A DIFFERENT WAY
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Ballet dancers enter from all sides of the arena in a stunning choreography and gather as the connecting black ring is projected onto the rink. Every ring has an individual way 
of existing and performing, gathering in the end in a strong united symbol representing – in their own way – excellence, friendship and respect. 

PARTICIPANTS
Yellow Ring:   Robyn Haefeli

Blue and green Rings:  Emi Vauthey  

Red Ring:  Valérie Inertie

Black Ring:   Prix de Lausanne (Dancers of the Royal Ballet School London)

  Eleanora Ancona, Emily-Rose Holland, Julie Petanova, Viola Pantuso, Annabel Pickering, Alix Van Tiggelen, Manon Forssell Pyk,  
  Basil James, Maxwell Dawe, Alejandro Valera Outlaw, Yuma Matsuura, Josh Nagaoka, Eric Pinto Cata, Elijah Trevitt

Choreography:  Oliver Höner
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OLYMPIC ANTHEM & FLAG 

SCENARIO

For the Olympic Anthem – in the continuity of the previous story – a flying ship 
enters the scene moving above the audience. Many children are entering the 
stage following the path of soap bubbles that are drizzling from the ship. The 
young choristers gather on the projected rings and transform the projection into 
a vibrant community. 

The Olympic flag is carried into the arena by four athletes. Two are current Youth 
Olympic athletes and two are former Swiss Olympians. They hand the flag to the 
Swiss Armed Forces who raise the flag during the playing of the Olympic anthem.

At the same time, the Olympic flag is hoisted in St. Moritz in the presence of the 
athletes.

A childrens’ choir sing the Olympic Anthem.

PROTOCOL – OLYMPIC ANTHEM & FLAG
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PARTICIPANTS
Chorister (DGEO):   150 children from eight local public schools from the regions of Montreux-Ouest, Montreux-Est, Corsier-Corseaux and Chexbres (DGEO)

Choir Director:  Laure-Anne Yersin (DGEO) 

Chorister (EML):  Les Petits Chanteurs de Lausanne (EML)

Choir Director:  Yves Bugnon (EML)

Military:  Swiss Armed Forces - in recognition of the army’s involvement in the preparation of the host venues of Lausanne 2020 and the delivery of the 3rd  

   Winter Youth Olympic Games

Choreography:  Oliver Höner, Nadine Imboden
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SCENARIO

The second part of the Youth Olympic Torch Relay takes place in and around the 
new International Olympic Committee headquarters – Olympic House – inaugu-
rated in Vidy in June 2019. 

Timea Bacsinszky, Olympic medalist in tennis, carried the Torch in and around 
Olympic House whose rooftop is shaped as a dove to represent a symbol of 
peace, and whose facade is inspired by a stop-motion movie of a performing 
athlete.

TORCH RELAY – CHAPTER 2
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OLYMPIC HOUSE 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) officially opened Olympic House on 23 June 2019. The inauguration was the highlight of the very emblematic and emotional cele-
brations to mark the 125th anniversary of the IOC, which was founded on 23 June 1894 by Pierre de Coubertin.

With its shape inspired by the movement of an athlete, Olympic House combines the highest standards in architectural design with a holistic approach to sustainability. It in-
corporates rigorous criteria in energy and water efficiency while optimising the health and wellbeing of its users. Pushing sustainability boundaries, Olympic House has recently 
received the most rigorous international and local sustainability certifications, a demonstration of the IOC’s commitment to ‘walk the talk’ and lead by example. It is one of the 
most sustainable buildings in the world. 

PARTICIPANTS
Torch Relay:   Timea Bacsinszky – tennis

Born in 1989, from Lausanne, Timea was silver medalist in tennis doubles at the Rio Olympic Games in 2016, semi-finalist at Roland Garros in 2015 
and 2017, and quarterfinalist at Wimbledon in 2015 and Roland Garros in 2016. Her top Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) ranking is WTA 9 (June 
2016). Timea is a Lausanne 2020 Ambassador.  
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SPORTS TO THE CITY  

SCENARIO

In this story, athletes have reached an empowering freedom of expression and 
can now spread and share the Spirit within the Olympic community and beyond 
– bringing “sports to the city”. 

This very joyful and vibrant scene introduces Zakea Page, the young field hockey 
player and designer of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 medals 
- and the composer Gaspard Colin, producer of the official Youth Olympic song. 
As an artist, Zakea starts painting with his field hockey sticks on stage in a street 
art atmosphere. Soon, some dancers join him for a choreography with hockey 
sticks. The Spirits leave the chalets and perform a collective dance. Suddenly, 
dancers build up an impressive flash mob, which then transforms into the official 
choreography of the Lausanne 2020 song. 

The audience is excited to see the dancers and the final choreography starts. 
Zakea has completed his street art piece which represents the medals – a vibrant 
tribute to excellence, friendship and respect.

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 5 – SPORTS TO THE CITY



29

« START NOW »: THE OFFICIAL SONG OF WINTER YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES LAUSANNE 2020
One month before the opening of the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games, Lausanne 2020 unveiled its official song. As the outcome of a competition launched in collaboration 
with the Haute Ecole de Musique Vaud Valais Fribourg (HEMU), the song entitled «Start now» is one of the emblems of the Games and an expression of the values   of Lausanne 
2020: an invitation to youth, encouraging them to undertake and create – ‘starting now’.

Four young singers from Switzerland’s four linguistic regions (Swiss German, French, Italian and Romanche) perform a hip-hop sequence and give their voices to the song 
enriched by an English chorus. An anecdote: the singer of the Swiss German sequence, Romaine Müller, is the niece of former World Cup alpine ski racer from Switzerland 
from the 1980s, superstar Pirmin Zurbriggen.

A contest was held in December 2018 to create the official song of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020. Students and alumni from HEMU were invited to com-
pose a song that would accompany the best young athletes in the world and their audiences during the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games. It was Gaspard Colin, former student 
of the jazz department of the HEMU, who won over the jury made up of members of the Organizing Committee including Virginie Faivre, representatives of the IOC and HEMU, 
a representative of the Lausanne 2020 Youth Council and a young volunteer. 

A choreography has been designed to accompany the song. 

PARTICIPANTS
The Painter:    Zakea Page 

Born in 1998, Zakea is a young artist from New Zealand who won the IOC’s Medal Design Competition to create side A of the Youth Olympic 
Medal for Lausanne 2020. Zakea has been inspired by the Olympic Games since a young age, and is now realizing his dreams to be involved 
in the Olympic Movement himself. During his childhood, Zakea was a talented young athlete and represented Vietnam in hockey internationally 
while living there for a period. In later years, he had to decide between focusing his time on art or sport. Zakea’s design is entitled “Beauty in 
Diversity” and features an icy spiral which represents “a culture of respect, friendship and excellence”. 

   Gaspard Colin 

Born in 1988 and graduate of the Haute Ecole de Musique in Lausanne (HEMU), Gaspard Colin was awarded the Georges Robert Prize for his 
career as a composer, arranger and band leader in 2016. Since then he has performed in numerous projects including musical creations and 
image through collaborations with Benoit Rossel, Moreno Cabitza, Coline Confort, Nikita Merlini, and ECAL (Lausanne University of Art and De-
sign). With the group OGGY & the Phonics, Gaspard received 1st prize for best group at the Sunset Trophies and at the JazzContreBand festival 
springboard in 2017, as well as the prize for the best music at the Courgemétrage festival in Neuchâtel for the musical short film Sing! by Josua 
Hotz.

Breakdancer:   Kwangsuk Park (Issue)

Acrobat Solist:   Mario Espanol
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Dancers:     Deekay dance School:

Emilie Rieder, Martina Winckler, Celia Merlo, Yanira Fernandez Lopez, Nayely Sereno, Inés Häfliger, Shelsea Nduakulu, Anais Jörg, Yanira Buchs, 
Agathe Charlot, Lisa Paschoud, Lila Reinhardt, Anais Vignon, Joao Pedro Santos Oliveira, Hermione Mérinat, Valentine Lecohier, Ciana Brazao 
Mauricio, Lila Reinhardt, Ema Cappucci, Juliette Porteboeuf, Adrielle Matumueni, Andrea Lillo Guerrero, Déborah Cudjoe, Sara Espinoza, Marine 
Mooser, Zoé Ospel, Marina Munoz

   Association pour la formation de jeunes danseurs Lausanne:

Héloise Bayeux, Eléonore Capitanio, Selena Dalla Palma, Alexia Demont, Clara Desmedt, Madeleine Detcheverry, Lola Duval, Azucena Filipe, 
Odile Fragnière, Salomé Galifier, Philippine Gautier, Anthony Gérard, Antonin Hausammann, Camille Lamoth, Larissa Languetin, Juien Lecomte, 
Gloria Marazita, Charlotte Marclay, Zofia Myga, Nadine Naeher, Ilenia Orlando, Eulalie Poivey, Zoélie Ruffieux, Celia Santos, Xavier Shubs, Nina 
Stronati, Fanny Zufferey, Taïs Von Gunten, Guillaume Senn

   Dancefunction Lausanne:

Célia Kuhn, Anais Kuhn

   Höhere Fachschule für Zeitgenössischen und Urbanen Bühnentanz (HFZUB) Zürich:

Milena Büchi, Denis Cvetkovic, Zoé De Reynier, Jana Dünner, Andrina Frey, Delia Grenacher, Venance Gwladys, Linda Heller, Estelle Kaeser, 
Corinne Kälin, Lea Korner, Jenoe Marranchelli, Kerriann Martin, Elisa Pinos Serrano, Fiona Russo, Niki Stalder, Christian Waespi, Audrey Wagner, 
Chloé Wanner, Sophie Meyer

Spirits / Acrobats:    Ecole de Cirque de Lausanne, Renens: same cast during the whole ceremony

Choreography:    Nadine Imboden & Jonathan Huor
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LAUSANNE 2020 PRESIDENT’S SPEECH / IOC PRESIDENT’S SPEECH   

SCENARIO

In this scene, President of the Organising Committee of the Winter Youth Olympic 
Games Lausanne 2020, Virginie Faivre, and President of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), Thomas Bach – Olympic Champion, Fencing, 1976 – give their 
respective official speech.

President of the Swiss Confederation Simonetta Sommaruga declares the ope-
ning of the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games.

PROTOCOL – YOCOG PRESIDENT’S SPEECH / IOC PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
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PARTICIPANTS

Simonetta Sommaruga:

Thomas Bach:

Virginie Faivre: 

Born in 1960 in Sins (canton of Aargau), Simonetta Sommaruga was elected to the Swiss Federal Council on 22 September 2010. She was 
head of the Federal Department of Justice and Police (FDJP) from 2010 to 2018 and has been head of the Federal Department of the Environ-
ment, Transport, Energy and Communications (DETEC) since 1 January 2019. On 11 December 2019, the Federal Assembly elected Simonetta 
Sommaruga as President of the Confederation for the year 2020 by 186 votes. Simonetta Sommaruga, who was already President in 2015, 
holds this office for the second time.

Thomas Bach is President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and an Olympic champion in Fencing. Born in 1953 in Würzburg (Ger-
many), he is a lawyer by profession and has had a successful career in sport both on and off the field of play. He became an Olympic champion 
when he won a gold medal in Fencing (team foil) at the Games of the XXI Olympiad in Montreal in 1976. On 10 September 2013, he was elec-
ted as the ninth President of the IOC. Thomas Bach was an athletes’ representative at the XI Olympic Congress in Baden-Baden (1981) and a 
founding member of the IOC’s Athletes’ Commission. He became an IOC Member in 1991. 

Born in 1982 in Lausanne, Virginie Faivre has a long career as a Swiss elite freestyle skier. She is a three-time FIS Alpine World Ski Champion 
in half-pipe (2009, 2013 and 2015) and a three-time Crystal Globe winner in the discipline (2008, 2009, 2013). Today, Virginie Faivre is head 
of the Suisse Romande for the Fondation de l’Aide Sportive Suisse, where she closely follows the challenges of youth sport development in 
the country. Virginie Faivre has been involved in the Lausanne 2020 project since its beginning in 2013. Since 7 January 2019, she has taken 
over the reins of the Organising Committee, bringing her extensive experience in major international winter sports competitions to the project. 
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SCENARIO

In this story, the third part of the Torch Relay takes place in Lausanne, the Olympic 
Capital, on the way to the Lausanne Vaudoise Arena and the Opening Ceremony 
in the lead up to the opening of the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games on 9 January 
2020.

The Lausanne 2020 Torch Relay took place one day before the Opening Cere-
mony of the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games in the streets of Lausanne over a 
distance of 20.20 kilometres. 

Some 200 people took turns: about half of them represented the Swiss, Cantonal 
or Lausanne sport community or local youth. The selection was made via targe-
ted institutions: Swiss Olympic, the Physical Education and Sports Service of the 
Canton of Vaud and the Sports Service of the City of Lausanne. 

Also included in this category were people from the disabled sport community, 
Lausanne Culture, the Lausanne 2020 Athletes’ Council, the Lausanne Youth 
Council, Lausanne 2020 Volunteers and students from schools (compulsory, 
post-compulsory, universities).

TORCH RELAY – CHAPTER 3
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The other half chosen for the relay was a result of a call for candidates. Anyone interested in living this unique experience could announce themselves by describing in writing 
something that they had accomplished that was striking and inspiring. A draw was then held to select the nominees.

THE LAUSANNE 2020 TORCH RELAY IN NUMBERS
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ATHLETES’, JUDGES’ AND COACHES’ OATH   

SCENARIO

The Youth Olympic Oath is a promise made by all those associated with the Youth 
Olympic Games that the competition will be fair and free from illegal performance 
enhancing substances. 

PROTOCOL – YOUTH OLYMPIC OATH - ATHLETES’ OATH, OFFICIALS’ OATH AND COACHES’ OATH
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One of the key elements of the Opening Ceremony is the three oaths taken by athletes, followed by officials and then the coaches. Since the Summer Youth Olympic Games 
Buenos Aires 2018, these three oaths have merged into one, considerably shortening this segment of the Opening Ceremony. Athletes now recite the oath on behalf of the 
three groups.

Each representative recites their specific line:

• “In the name of the athletes”

• “In the name of all judges.”

• “In the name of all the coaches and officials”

The athlete then recites on behalf of all three categories:

• “We promise to take part in these Olympic Games, respecting and abiding by the rules and in the spirit of fair play. We all commit ourselves to sport without 
doping and cheating. We do this, for the glory of sport, for the honour of our teams and in respect for the Fundamental Principles of Olympism.”
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BODY AND MIND 

SCENARIO

In this story, we follow the Olympic Spirit when the athletes continue growing sus-
tainably toward success through proper balance of body and mind.  

Preparing for their performance, the athletes are focusing on their goal and they 
maintain a perfect balance of body and mind using meditation for their mental 
training. 

Waking up from their meditative state, the athletes start to perform acrobatic 
tricks on the slides and finally slide down the slopes. One athlete steps forward 
towards the frozen lake where a series of tournaments takes place – an athlete’s 
career starts rolling. 

The way to success is now getting closer and is represented by a stairs-installa-
tion. A fascinating performance translates the steps forward and the many set-
backs that are part of the journey to the top. 

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 6 – BODY AND MIND
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Arriving at the top, the scene freezes for a few moments in order to lead the attention of the audience to the final part of the Torch Relay that now enters the arena. 

PARTICIPANTS

Athlete on a journey:   Emi Vauthey 

Acrobats (soloists):   Mario Espanol, Bboy Kwangsuk Park (Issue), Nathan Sterchi 

Spirits / Acrobats:   Ecole de Cirque de Lausanne, Renens: same cast during the whole ceremony

Dancers:     Höhere Fachschule für Zeitgenössischen und Urbanen Bühnentanz (HFZUB) Zürich: same cast as in Story 5

Ice skater:     Noémie Bodenstein

Choreography:     Nadine Imboden & Jonathan Huor
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COOPERATION / CO-CREATION

 SCENARIO

In this closing part of the ceremony, we follow the Olympic Spirit as it finally trans-
forms any individual performance into a collective story – the Olympic community 
ensures that the Spirit lives on for the next generations. 

Soon after the ignition of the Youth Olympic cauldron, a sparkle cracks its way into 
the air and flies away toward the central screens.

It magically enters the screen and flies on a journey through Switzerland sharing 
the spirit of the Opening Ceremony with the eight competition sites of the Winter 
Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020. 

In the Lausanne Vaudoise Arena, the audience follows the sparkle on the screen 
and sees how it gradually brightens Spirits across all the competition sites of Lau-
sanne 2020. Within a few minutes, each of the eight competition sites is joyfully 
awakened by the Olympic Spirit and vibrantly celebrates the opening of the 3rd 
Winter Youth Olympic Games. 

SCENE BY SCENE – STORY 7 – COOPERATION / CO-CREATION
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Now the sparkle is on its way back to Lausanne and suddenly enters the stadium as a flying firework. 

Each chalet lights up when the sparkle passes by. They are connected with rays of light – like a vibrant network. Progressively coming out from their chalets, the athletes, 
dancers and Spirits gather outside. The Lausanne 2020 mascot Yodli joins and the big party and celebrations start – everyone dances to the cheerful music. 

Awakened by the Olympic sparkle, the people gather together. The community ensures that the Olympic Spirit lives on for the upcoming days of competition during the 3rd 
Winter Youth Olympic Games. 

COMPETITION SITES

Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020 has 8 competition sites: 

The city of Lausanne is at the heart of the 3rd Winter Youth Olympic Games and will host the main Youth Olympic Village, the ceremonies and all ice sports (ice hockey, short 
track speed skating and figure skating). Curling will take place in Champéry (Valais). Alpine skiing, ski mountaineering, freestyle skiing and snowboard events will take place in 
the towns of Les Diablerets, Leysin and Villars in the Vaud Alps. Nordic skiing events will take place partly in La Vallée de Joux (cross-country skiing), and partly in neighbouring 
France, in Prémanon at Les Tuffes (ski jumping, biathlon and Nordic combined). Bobsleigh, skeleton, luge and speed skating events will take place in St Moritz.

During two waves of competition, a total of 1’837* athletes (906* women and 931* men) will compete in the 81 events of the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne 2020. 

*number as of 3 January 2020

Choreography:   Nadine Imboden & Jonathan Huor
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